3°	THE STORY OF THE MOORS.    [chap. v.
carpet was spread over them as they lay, while their
executioners seated themselves on it and held a feast,
amusing themselves with their heavings and contor-
tions. One youth of twenty, named Abd-el-Rhaman
(servant of mercy) escaped the massacre, in which his
wife and child perished, and fleeing- into Mahgreb,
found shelter and a refuge in the valleys of the Atlas,
where the great pastoral tribe of Berbers, called Zenetes,
received and sheltered him, though he durst not make
himself known to any save the aged chief of the tribe.
Meantime the dissensions of the East had been acting
on the West. The Emir-al-Bahr, or chief of the sea,
as the viceroy of Spain was called, was appointed by
the Khalif, and no sooner did one of these emirs arrive
than the monarch at Damascus was dethroned and a
new one sent by the Successor. Some walis held with
the first, some with the second ; and by the time the
struggle had been settled, either by open war or secret
assassination, a third emir would arrive on the scene.
Sometimes the walis were chosen by election in the
cities, sometimes appointed by the emir; and every-
thing was in confusion. At last ninety sheiks and
walis met at Cordova, and agreed to break from their
dependence upon the new Abbassid khalifate, but—
as they heard it reported that the last of the Ommeyads
was in Mahgreb—to offer him the throne, and make
him, as they said, " the sun among the stars."
Two of their number were sent in quest of him to the
Zenetes, and found him in their tents. He accepted the
charge as the message of Allah, and the aged sheik gave
his solemn blessing : " My son, since Allah calls thee,
fear not. Trust to us to help" thee, for the honour of thy
house cannot be maintained without the horsemen and

